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3900 UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD • TYLER, TEXAS 75701 • 214/566-1471

March 20, 1978

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

To:

Board of Regents, Texas

From:

James H. Stewart, J •

Subject:

Administrative Notes

I.

ern University

Spring Holidays
In accordance with the University Calendar adopted by the
Board of Regents, classes will be dismissed for spring
holidays this week on Thursday, March 23, 1978 at 10:00 p.m.
and resume on Monday, April 3, 1978 at 8:00 a.m. During
this period institutional offices will close at 5:00 p.m.
on March 23, 1978 and will reopen at 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, March 29, 1978.
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II.

State Approval of Physical Education Building
Attached is a copy of a letter received recently from the
State Board of Control Architectural Barriers Department
through which notification was made that our Physical and
Health Education Building has been approved under Texas
law as meeting the requirements for handicapped accessibility. This, of course, comes as no surprise to any of
us since we specifically took action during construction
of this building to insure compliance with the law on this
matter. Nevertheless, I felt you would like to have this
letter as information.

III. Attorney General's Opinion on Ad Valorem Tax Fund

•

A recent opinion issued by the Texas Attorney General concerning allocation of funds to state colleges and universities under article 7, section 17 of the Texas Constitution
is attached for your information. This opinion was jointly
requested by Comptroller Bob Bullock and Higher Education
Commissioner Kenneth H. Ashworth on October 27, 1977 in
order for the comptroller to have direction pursuant to the
allocation of ad valorem tax funds to eligible institutions
during the new ten year allocation period which begins in
June of this year. One of the questions asked the attorney
general pertained to the eligibility of newly created
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institutions (those created between the years 1966 and 1978)
to participate in the ad valorem tax fund allocation; hence,
this opinion request was significant for Texas Eastern University. The attorney general answered the question concerning new institutions participating in the ad valorem
tax fund negatively as you will note from the opinion. The
matter of newly created institutions participating in the
ad valorem tax program is a topic which I have discussed
with the board from time to time. And since a question
pertaining to that matter has now been asked of the attorney
general and a negative opinion rendered, it therefore seems
very important that consideration be given at some time in
the future to a constitutional amendment that will permit
participation of Texas Eastern University--and other institutions in the state that are presently excluded--in the ad
valorem tax fund program. Representative Bill Clark, as
you may recall, introduced a bill on this matter relative
to TEU during the last session. Also, the Hobby-Clayton
Commission in their deliberations prior to the last legislative session recommended that the 65th Texas Legislature
consider inclusion of all institutions not participating
in the ad valorem tax fund.
IV.

•

New Student Applications for Spring Semester 1978
Information pertaining to community/junior colleges from
which new student applications were received for the current
semester has recently been tabulated, and I feel that it
would be of interest to members of the board. Therefore,
the following list--indicating a total of 19 institutions
with two being out of state--is given for your information.
Angelina College, Lufkin, Texas
Austin Community College, Austin, Texas
Bellevue Community College, Bellevue, Washington
Blinn College, Brenham, Texas
Eastfield College, Mesquite, Texas
Grayson County College, Denison, Texas
Henderson County Junior College, Athens, Texas
Jacksonville College, Jacksonville, Texas
Kilgore College, Kilgore, Texas
Lon Morris College, Jacksonville, Texas
Navarro Junior College, Corsicana, Texas
North Harris County College, Houston, Texas
Panola Junior College, Carthage, Texas
Paris Junior College, Paris, Texas
Pensacola Junior College, Pensacola, Florida
Richland College, Dallas, Texas
San Jacinto College, Pasadena, Texas
Tarrant County Junior College, Fort Worth, Texas
Tyler Junior College, Tyler, Texas
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V.

Resignation of Faculty Member
Last week Dr. Dennis L. Breeden of the School of Business
Administration faculty submitted his resignation from Texas
Eastern University effective upon completing his teaching
assignment during the forthcoming summer. I mention this
resignation to you at this time because of the situation
pertaining to Dr. Breeden last year. As you will probably
recall, based on my careful analysis of recommendations
from his department chairman, dean and the vice president
for academic affairs that Dr. Breeden not receive a salary
increase, I did not recommend a salary increase for him.
Also as you likely recall, Dr. Breeden chose to discuss his
professional concerns with some members of the Board of Regents
on an individual basis. Although Dr. Breeden's resignation
was a surprise at this point in time--at least to the extent
that he had not discussed the matter with me previously--I
am confident after visiting with him and reviewing his situation with his department chairman, dean and the academic
vice president that his initiative in deciding to leave
Texas Eastern is a good decision for both Dr. Breeden and
the institution.
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VI.

Report from Resident Engineer
Attached is a report from the director of physical plant and
resident engineer for the week ending March 17, 1978.
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